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theory contends that there is no truth, or, if any truth,
then but the very smallest modicum in this doctrine. It
asks : If each one of the immense array of capacities
possessed by a man is also intrinsically a tendency to
exercise itself, what determines that at any moment only
a certain very small number of them come into action ?
The old answer was given in the theory of the association
of ideas. Its defects, its utter inadequacy, have been
expounded again and again. Yet it rears its head again
in this disguised modern form. The hormic answer to the
question is that the " capacities " are but so much latent
machinery, functional units of differentiated structure;
and that the hormic impulses, working largely through
the system of associative links between "capacities,"
bring into play in turn such capacities as are adapted for
service in the pursuit of the natural goals of those im-
pulses. In other words, it maintains that the whole
of the machinery of capacities and associative links is
dominated by the " interest " of the moment, by conation,
by the prevalent desires and active impulses at work in
the organism.

It points to " capacities," simple or complex, that
remain latent and unused for years, and then (when " the
interest " in whose service they were.developed is revived,
is awakened once more by some change in the man's
circumstances) are brought back into action in the service
of the renewed interest; as when a man, having become a
parent, recites once more for his children the nursery
rhymes and the fairy stories he has learned in childhood.

It may be suggested that the current psychoanalytic
treatment of the " complex " is in harmony with Wood-
worth's principle ; that in this special case " ideas " or
"capacities," are validly treated as possessing, in their
own right, motive power or conative energy,

It is true that much of the language of Professor
Freud and other psychoanalysts seems to countenance this
interpretation of the facts. But it must be remembered
that the energy of the complex is regarded as in some
sense derived from some instinct, generally the sex instinct ;
it is libido. And though these authors speak of emotion*